Title: Faith a Must or Option–Moses Text: Ex., Nu. Acts7:17-43 (Heb. 11:23-29) Date: 24thMarch,’13.

Introduction:

For a long time, I have known the story of Moses as a baby boy born in the time where there is a King’s command that every male child born by the Hebrew women should be thrown into river Nile. BUT the parents of Moses were not AFRAID of the King’s command therefore hid Moses for three months. After, the three month, the parents decided to go and put him in the river Nile BUT in a basket and close to where the daughter of King Pharaoh will hear him crying. Perhaps, he will catch the attention of the daughter of King Pharaoh and the life of Moses will be speared. As God want it, it worked out well and Moses became a son to the daughter of Pharaoh. He grew up in Pharaoh’s house and was trained as a leader of Egypt. He was later betrayed by his own people when he attempted saving them and therefore has to run from Egypt to the land of the Medians where he found his wife and lived until he met God in the burning bush to receive God’s assignment for his life. This story might be familiar with us but when I started studying about this story, I realized it has a deep understanding than what I use to know and what inspired me about the life of Moses is what we will be looking at today.

Let us pray….
The life of Moses was welcome by CRISIS! Crisis is inevitable in the journey of life! Crisis has no respect to personality, status etc. not even level of holiness or righteousness. No matter who we are in this life, we will encounter obstacles or crisis in one way or the other. Our Lord Jesus at birth was also welcome with CRISIS! Even though as God, with power unlimited yet was under challenges from Satan. Jesus was face with a choice, His will and the will of His Father at the garden of Gethsemane!

Today, we are also face with challenges, obstacles and crisis. In moment of these crises, the only TOOL that is required is FAITH! The faith that is active, based on God’s leading through His Word and His Holy Spirit. The life of Moses summarized in Hebrew tells us about some deliberate actions he took to be able to reach his calling in this life.  
Shall we read Hebrews 11:23-29….

In Heb.11:1, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” The whole life of Moses was centered on things HOPE for and EVIDENCE of things Not SEEN! The Bible says in 2 Cor. 5:7 “For we walk by faith, not by sight.” Believes are to walk by Faith not by sight. Daniel walked by Faith by defiling the order of the kings without been intimidated even at the peril of his life. The Bible says Heb. 11:6 “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him”. In Romans 12:23, ““…for whatever is not from faith is sin”. This concludes that as BELIEVERS FIATH is a MUST but not an OPTION! We need it to please God, and not be SINFUL! “Looking to Jesus” amid crisis is an act of FAITH! So what are the acts of “Faith” that can be seen in our text?  The first act here is …

· Decides to See: - “By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents,..” v23. The parents of Moses SAW …he was a beautiful child;” in Acts 7:23.
Moses was not the only child of his parents but was unique and had a special case like your situation today! In the midst of all that you are in now make you a special person. Just like God told Jeremiah in Jeremiah 1:5, “Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.” The same way God SAW us and KNEW us before time. God has destined us for HIS good purpose before even the foundations of the earth was laid. We are not mistakenly brought into this life but divinely ORDERED into life. Don’t be bordered about the circumstances that surround your birth or your situation now! The birth of Moses was surrendered with a death treat just like our Lord Jesus Christ because of their specialty. Their assignment in life was accompanied with divine help and so has been our situation, if it has not been by the Lord on our side, where would we have been? This uniqueness of Moses was not announced by any Angel or prophet but the parents SAW in him that he was a special baby. The River Nile that was drowning all other male children, Moses was found floating on it, and this is our portion! The situations that will be killing all others can be the same situation that can lead you to greatness if we will see as the Lord sees! 
So what do you see about yourself, your situation? What you see certainly affect your heart and will eventually determine the product of your life! Jeremiah said in Lamentation 3:51, “Mine eye affecteth mine heart because of all the daughters of my city”. Beloved in Christ, our EYES are gateway to our HEART where issues of life are developed and pour out therefore must be watch with much care! The parents of Moses by Faith hid Moses because of what they saw. They SAW GOOD like Jeremiah, in verse 11 of Jeremiah chapter 1, God asked him, “…, saying, Jeremiah, what sees thou? And I said, I see a rod of an almond tree”. In verse 12, God said “Then said the LORD unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I will hasten my word to perform it”. God will ALWAYS quicken His Word to perform His WILL which is ALL the TIME GOOD and PERFECT for us. God will give us the strength to do even at the peril of our life if we will SEE well – His GOOD PLEASURE! 
What do we see as parents in our children to offer them the best assistance in fulfilling their destiny in life? As friends to each other, what do we see in each other that will move us to assist one another to fulfill our calling in this life? 
The parents of Moses by Faith, not faith without action or faith without knowledge, rather Faith with prudence. Looking to Jesus with the eyes of faith, beholding the reward that only God can give them took a deadly step to hide their baby. They could have said, we should stop having babies until the edict is changed, or let obey the edict in fear. They could have also said we have faith and are of God so we will give birth and will not hide him. We will walk in public with him and will not be afraid of the edict of the king. This zeal is without knowledge; we are not to tempt God. We should be sensitive to the leading of His Holy Spirit in us to fulfill His purpose. That was exactly what they did; they were lead by the Spirit of God in them to act by Faith at the right time and at the right place. What is then our CHALLENGE?

See to it that we don’t live in fear! In Matthew 10:28 – “And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” 
Proverbs 14:26 – “In the fear of the LORD [is] strong confidence: and his children shall have a place of refuge.” Fear is not of the Lord! God has not given us the spirit of Fear but of power, love and sound mind. 2 Timothy 1:7. Therefore fear no man no matter who they are and what they have! Fear only God and stick to His command and you will find REFUGE in Him! The second act…
· Decides to Refuse: - “By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter,…”v24
The Bible says in Psalm 11:3, “If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?” Moses who happened to be nursed by his own parents that were God fearing might have instilled in him the fear of God. He might have been trained according to the way of the Lord; therefore as he grows he did not depart from it. The foundations laid by his parents guided him in decisions in life. What foundations are we laying for our kids to build upon? Moses life had a good foundation even though of the mixed with the training in Pharaoh’s house. 

Pharaoh is the symbol of Satan in this text, and being the son of the daughter of pharaoh is living in perpetual state of SIN and DARKNESS. No redemption what so ever, therefore, Moses made a decision by Faith not to be called as the son of the daughter of SIN and Darkness. Beloved, we were all ones born into pharaoh’s house, the house of sin and darkness. Non of us was born as a believer, the Bible says, “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23. Just like by trusting Christ by Faith through God’s grace we are save, Moses also by Faith decided not to remain in that sinfulness and therefore left that privilege of the sinful world. 
“choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward.”

Moses refused everything that pharaoh’s daughter had provided and identify himself with the people of God. He refused the world’s honors, pleasures, and wealth and chose to suffer the world’s reproach of being identified with God’s people. The reproach of Christ is greater riches than all that this world could offer. Moses with the eyes of Faith focused on the REWARD and therefore walks away from that sin. 
Can we also walk away from bribery and corruption because of Christ and the eternal Reward? Can we refuse sexual abuse and lose our job for the sake of Christ and the eternal Reward? Many are the circumstances that we have to by Faith refuse and be identify with Christ death and suffering so that we can have the eternal reward. Moses looks forward to the REWARD!
Beloved in Christ, Moses could have use the life of Joseph as a case study to remain in SIN and Darkness forever, after all Joseph enjoyed all these as the second in command in Egypt yet serve the Lord’s purpose. Why not me too? But their assignments are not the same even though all were called to save God’s people. Joseph saving purpose was to preserve the posterity but Moses saving was to redeem from bondage. No excuses will justify us if we don’t leave those sinful passing pleasures. Moses left that state of sinfulness, we are also expected to forsake sin and serve God’s purpose! What is then our CHALLENGE here…

We are to REFUSE things that are not the WILL of GOD! Joseph has to REFUSE Potiphar’s wife by running away because it displeases God. Paul said in 1 Thess. 4:3-4 “For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality; that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor,” By Faith Moses refused and we too have Victory that overcomes the World! Even our Faith! 1 John 5:4. The third act …
· Decides to Forsake: - “By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king…” v27
In this case, Egypt is a symbol of the worldly system – captivity. The worldly systems are activities design by Satan to drive human away from God to hell – Satan. The fame, money, power and acceptance of this world at the expense of God’s purpose for us and our family are worldly systems. Moses was not a perfect man; he killed yet trusted God to run from the system that will keep him in sin forever. In Titus 2:11-12, “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age,” The grace of God is still available for us, teaching us to denial ungodliness and worldly lusts. We need to live soberly, righteously and godly in our days, therefore is the need for an environment that will help us achieve that…Moses..
Moses, having left that environment of sin and bondage, needs a place or environment that will nature and develop him to fulfill his assignment in life. The wilderness experience was the answer and is a necessity for our encounter with God and to know exactly what is required of us in our calling. Moses did not forsake Egypt because of fear of Pharaoh but needs an atmosphere to bring him to the presence of God. Moses need a renewed mind about God’s deliverance plan, not as he thought in Exod. 2:11-14 “…So he looked this way and that way, and when he saw no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand”. Moses needs to work at his own salvation just like we need to get Egypt or Darkness out of us.  Philip. 2:12. Moses needs Egypt out of him to be able to function properly in God’s plan. It took God forty years to take Moses out of Egypt (Acts 17:20), and another forty years to get Egypt out of him (Acts 17:29-30) before his assignment of forty years of delivery and lead them to the promise land (Acts 17:30-44). Moses chose to believe God and rejected the world. As a result of his Faith, became a servant of God. What is our CHALLENGE …
We have to FORSAKE the world and it sinful pleasures! By loving our Heavenly FATHER…“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him”. 1John 2:15. We are to forsake the pleasures of the flesh, eyes and pride of life to SEE our God someday! The fourth act …
· Decides to Keep: - “By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood” v28 Ex.12:29-31.
This is appointed by divine direction and must be kept if anyone wants to escape from God’s wrath at that time. Today, we have the blood of the ultimate Passover Lamb, Christ to deliver us from judgment by faith. In the book of 1 Corinthians 5:7 "Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us". Therefore, we who trust in the shed blood of Christ are forgiven, delivered from the eternal wages of sin by God's abounding grace. Ephesians 1:7 "In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace… for this reason we are not to pay for the wages of SIN because it has been paid for us by Christ but we are to inherit ETERNAL LIFE in Romans 6:23. 
This eternal life is in the BLOOD of Christ, through the New Covenant of grace. In Luke 22:20, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you". 
This season is the remembrance of the NEW Covenant in the blood of Jesus Christ. By Faith Moses obtained it. We are also saved by FAITH in Christ Jesus therefore by FAITH have kept it. What CHALLENGE are we faced with…our salvation?
We are to HOLD FAST what we have in CHRIST! John said in Revelation 3:11 “Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown.” Our LORD is soon coming! And want us to hold fast what we have in Him, our salvation, gifting’s, etc. lest the enemy will take it away from us! The Bible says the enemy is a thief, a killer and destroyer! John 10:10. Beware! Finally…
· Decides to Pass Through: - “By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land…” v29
In 1 Corinthians 10:1,2 the Bible says, "Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea." From this scripture, the Israel’s passage through the Red Sea and baptism had both the same outward sign, which is water (Matthew 3:6). 
This means that as the children of Israel passed through the RED SEA, they were baptized into Christ DEATH, BURIAL and RESURRECTION as written in (Rom. 6:2-8 and Colossians 2:12-13). This separated them from the enemies of God.
As believers, our IDENTITY is in the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. Without it we have no hope in this life. We have been made alive from been dead in sin by the RESURRECTION of Christ!  Halleluiah!!! Our sinful body is destroyed therefore we are no longer slaves to sin. For he who has died is free from sin! Moses and the children of Israel by FAITH PASS through the red sea, today we are also by FAITH in Christ Jesus are children of God. Gal. 3:26-27. What is then our CHALLENGE? 

We have to REMAIN in Him! – Gal. 3:27 “for as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ”. Therefore, we are to REMAIN in Him so that we will not fulfill the desires of this sinful world. Rom. 13:14. Many of the children of Israel could not remain in Him because of SIN and UNBELIEVE, therefore fell down in the wilderness and die Heb. 3:14-18. Their passion and desires were not towards God… the world and fullness thereof consumed them – that was sin, it will destroy!
If this is true, then we have to SEEK those things which are ABOVE! "If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above ...” Colossians 3:1.
What have you SET your affection to SEEK? …

Conclusion:

If our affection is to Christ Seated on the throne and SEEKING Him we will…

· By Faith See beyond death threat of this world and to fear and please God! 

· By Faith Refuse privileges of SIN and DARKNESS and cling to the reproach and suffering of Christ which is greater riches than the treasures of the world.
· By Faith Forsake this WORLDLY SYSTEM and ENDURING HARDSHIP by LOOKING to JESUS the invisible!
·  By Faith Keeping the SALVATION we have in Christ, not allowing anything to take it away from us.
· By Faith Passing through SUFFERING, DEATH and RESURRECTION so that we may be SET apart as His people for His glory.
By Faith Parents MUST “LOOK to JESUS” to SEE their Children God’s way and train them up in the fear of God!

By Faith All MUST “LOOK to JESUS” to SUFFER the LOSS of the world’s honors, pleasures and wealth so that we will receive the REWARD that is eternal!
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